History: Timeline Task

Desired Understandings/Content Standards

· Understand how culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions. 

· Understand that historical analysis helps us gain an understanding of contemporary situations

Task Overview:

Have you ever wished certain things didn’t happen in your life? Have you ever wanted to take back something you said or did? Have you ever thought about how your life might be different if one thing was changed or didn’t happen?

Imagine you live in a time where time travel is possible and your civilization is on the brink of disaster. Your unit has been given an assignment to enter a time warp to “fix” history and save your civilization.

Your job is to travel back in time to choose one event in the history of the Middle East that could change all of the events that followed and alter the course of history and prevent the Mid East conflict.

Background: The State of Israel is a new nation. It has only existed since 1948. But the land it sits upon has a long history. The land now called Israel has been known as Canaan, Judea, Palestine, and Jordan just to name a few. Throughout time, many Empires have conquered the land and left an imprint. The controversy over Jerusalem has existed for many centuries. Both Arabs and Jews claim that the land is their heritage. Who has right to be there? Does history justify a right to claim the land? Does religion justify a right to claim the land? Could the key to making peace in the Middle East be buried somewhere in the events of history? 

Evidence for Understanding:

· Timeline Display and rationale for choosing events and scale
· Reflection – written response 
· Artifact box
Questions to ponder:

· What have been some of the events and conflicts over the claim to Jerusalem throughout history?

· Are some events more important than others? 

· Do Jews and Palestinians view the history of the area the same way?

· How are people’s views and attitudes influenced by how they interpret the events of history?

· What do you think are some of the injustices from history that affect this area?

· If you could pick one event in the history of Jerusalem to change (that would change the outcome of the events that have followed), what would it be?

Task 1: Create a Timeline

The time line has two purposes:

1. To explore history of the area and show events that YOU feel are important to the history of the area in some kind of chronological order.

2. To construct a scale of time against which to measure the events, and show how they relate and compare to one another (to show the duration of periods of influence).

 You may use paper, dominoes, blocks, LEGOS, Cuisenaire blocks, unifix cubes, cm cubes, or some other form of unit measurement to create a timeline display of key events in the history of the area. What length of time will each unit of measurement represent? How will your timeline reflect the periods of influence of different civilizations and rulers? How BIG or LONG will it be? Which is better, less or more?

Materials:

· Paper or paper strips such as adding machine tape rolls

· LEGOS, dominoes, Unifix cubes, Cuisenaire rods, blocks, or other objects to use as units of measurement

· Markers, pencils, crayons

· Computer access to Internet resources 

· Encyclopedias, reference CD ROMs, other suitable books

· Computer access to applications for producing timelines

· Box or container 

· Any other materials you may need to accomplish the tasks 

Procedure:

1. Discussion: What is the purpose of timelines? If you were going to make a timeline of your life, how would you select or determine the most significant events to include? If you kept track of current events in Israel for one week, which news items would be the most important? How would you decide? How might your choices change over the period of a year, 10 years, and 50 years? Why? Does our point of view or bias enter into our choices? 

· Warm-up exercise– make a timeline of key events in your own life

· Optional exercise– make a timeline of current events in Israel for one week

2. Break class into groups of 3-4 students to explore and create the timelines.

3. Explore the history of Jerusalem (Israel, Palestine). You may use the Internet resources found on  http://www.boxbitz.net/westernwall/History.htm, reference CD’s, encyclopedias, atlases, or other resources. 

4. Determine what historical events you think are most important. How far back in history will you go?  When will your timeline start? Discuss with your group.

5. What units of time will you choose for the scale on your timeline (each day, each year, each ten years, each 100 years)? Will you go back to the time of Canaan, the time of the Diaspora, the time of the Ottoman rule, the time of British Rule?

6. Select the method and resources you will need to create and display your timeline. What resources will you choose to represent the units of time?

7. Reflect on your choices and be able to explain why you chose certain events.

8. Create the timelines.

9. Groups share the timelines with class offering their rationale for choosing events and scale.

Task 2: Reflection: (Individual written response)

· If you could pick one event in the history of Jerusalem to change that might have changed the course of mid-east history, what would it be? How do you think it would have altered the historical events that followed?

· What event in history do you think is most responsible for the conflict today?

Task 3: Artifact Box:

· Create an artifact box that contains a selection of artifacts that you feel best reflect the important events of history. Explain your choices. 

Assessment Criteria:

· Knowledge – Did the student use research to select the important events? Was the student able to justify and explain a rationale for the selections? How effectively was research applied to the timeline task?

· Understanding – to what degree was the student able to demonstrate an understanding of the chronology of events and compare the varying influence of different events? Was the student able to use examples and comparisons to justify and defend choices? Was the student able to show empathy for the historical event and it’s impact or influence? To what degree did the student acknowledge and show respect for multiple points of view and varying interpretations of historical events? To what extent did the student demonstrate creative or innovative application of his/her understanding of historical events and their relationship or influence?

· Participation – to what extent did the student participate in group and class discussions and make productive contributions? Was there evidence of cooperation and tolerance for other points of view? 

· Communication – To what extent did the timeline fulfill its purpose? How effective was the display – were the key events clear? Were students able to communicate their ideas while sharing projects in a clear and effective manner?
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